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A HISTORY OF NORRIS

Nestled in the scenic hills of East Tennessee, the City of Norris was 
planned and built by the Tennessee Valley Authority in 1933-1934 to 
house TVA personnel. For its first 15 years Norris was a “government 
town” completely owned and operated by TVA. The original town 
center and many of the hand split shingled houses are much the same 
today as when they were built in 1936. Also, Norris Dam, the 
spectacular overlook, and the 18th century Rice gristmill remain 
unchanged. Norris Dam, the first dam constructed by TVA, symbolizes 
the birth of TVA, the most ambitious engineering and social experiment 
in our nation’s history.

In 1948, TVA declared Norris to be “surplus property” and sold the city 
at public auction to private land developers for $2,107,500. In 1949, the 
City of Norris was declared an incorporated municipality by Special 
Act of the Tennessee General Assembly. Today, Norris has a population 
of 1,629. It is located two miles off Interstate 75, approximately 20 
miles north of Knoxville, and 25 miles east of Oak Ridge. Beautiful 
Norris Lake is our neighbor. The tradition begun by the first City 
Council in 1949 was one of responsive and accountable city 
government. This is a tradition we proudly continue. The city’s goal in 
the future is to preserve the distinctive and unique small-town character 
and maintain economic viability.

www.CityofNorris.com

INDEX - POINTS OF INTEREST
Churches & Cemeteries

Island Home Baptist C3
Longmire Cemetery D1
Miller Cemetery C3
Norris Memorial Gardens E6
Norris Religious Fellowship E4
Norris First Baptist D5
Norris United Methodist C5
St Francis Episcopal C4
St Joseph Catholic G4
Wallace Cemetery F5

Parks & Recreation, Museums

Anderson County Welcome Center C8
Carson Brewer Trail F2
David Jones Industrial Park G6
Eric Harold Park D3
Lenoir Museum D1
Miller Island Clinch River Access B3
Museum of Appalachia E6
Norris Community Building D4
Norris Museum E4
Oak Road Park D5
Old Grist Mill D1
Reservoir Hill Overlook F2
Ridgeway Park C5
Threshing Barn D1
Town Square Commons E4

Schools

Norris Middle School E4
Norris Elementary School E3

TVA Facilities

Norris Dam
Engineering Lab E5
Walnut Orchard (restricted access) C3

Other Points of Interest

Betty Anne Jolly Community Library E4
McNeely Family Physicians D7
Norris Police & Fire Dept. D4
Norris Water Commission Operations Bldg. (City Hall) E5
Post Office D4
Cellular Tower E2

See the back of this map for details of the Norris Watershed and 
governmental phone numbers.

See Watershed map on back

Scale
0 1/4 1/2 Mile

Map created 2014 by Charles A. Reeves, Jr. - ReevesMaps.com

A B C D E F G H J K

A B C D E F G H J K

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8


