Norris City Council
Public Hearing
May 12, 2025
5:30 p.m.

Minutes
The public hearing of the City Council of Norris Tennessee convened May 12, 2025, at 5:30 pm.

The following council members were present: Biil Grieve, Will Grinder, Chuck Nicholson, Loretta Painter
and Mayor Chris Mitchell.

Also, present were Charles Adam Ledford, City Manager, Bailey Whited, Assistant City Manager and Sandy
Johnson, City Recorder. Susan Miceli from the Norris Bulletin.

There were twelve (12) members of the public in attendance
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Mitchell.
PUBLIC HEARINGS WERE HELD ON THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES:

Ordinance #698-2025, entitled, “An Ordinance of the City of Norris, Tennessee, Reappealing and
Replacing I-1 Industrial Ordinance”

Mr. Whited gave a brief overview of the ordinance. George Miceli, resident, asked if the approval of the
Board of Zoning of Appeals (BZA) has a higher standard of approval? Mr. Whited explained that is only in
the event someone applying for something other than the uses listed in the ordinance.

Ordinance #699-2025, entitled, “An Ordinance of the City of Norris, Tennessee, Amending the
Annual Budget for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 2024 and Ending June 30, 2025”
Mr. Ledford gave a brief overview of the ordinance. No comments were made.

Ordinance #700-2025, entitled, “An Ordinance of the City of Norris, Tennessee, to Repeal Title
Eleven {11}, Municipal Offenses, Chapter Five (5), Miscellaneous, Section 11-502(2)(A} Authorization
Methods for the Removal of Trees or Other Growth on Public Lands (Watershed) and Section 11-
502(6) Permif Fees”

Mr. Ledford provided a brief overview of the ordinance. Nicole Wood, a local resident who recently moved
to the area, expressed concern about the number of trees that had been cut down and left in the Watershed.
She asked whether members of the public were allowed to cut down trees there, or if tree removal was
prohibited altogether. Mr. Ledford explained that, in the past, the gates were left open to allow individuals
with proper permits to access and transport cut trees. However, since only two permits have been issued
over the past three years, the Watershed Board decided to discontinue the service.

Resident George Miceli asked whether there was a need for the ordinance at all. Mr. Ledford responded
that the process involves two steps. First, he must formally request the appeal process. By striking out the
ordinance language, the verbiage is effectively eliminated. He further explained that the existing ordinance
did not apply solely to activities within the Watershed, which is why it was important to clearly specify that
the sections being removed pertain only to the Watershed.

Councilmember Nicholson pointed out that Section 11-502(6) also removes references to the Watershed
Firewood Cutting Permit and the Comprehensive Utility Permit. He noted that eliminating the permit fee
would create a conflict with Section 502(b) of the ordinance.

The Public Hearing was closed and adjourn at 5:44 p.m.

APPROVED BY CITY COUNCIL

Chris Mitchell, Mayor
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